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Summaries
 
Main aim/ objective

The main aim and objective of the Action is to provide a transnational and interdisciplinary approach
capable of overcoming the segmentation that currently characterises the study of relations between
Christianity and Islam in late medieval and early modern Europe and the Mediterranean.

The Action addressed this as described below

From the Lisbon Kick-off Meeting (June 2019) until de Istanbul Final Meeting (July 2023), the whole
development of the Action has been driven by the aim of mingling the different regional and disciplinary
traditions that have historically intervened in the study of the Islamic Legacy in Europe, particularly with the
intent to overcome the separation among the studies on the Iberian Peninsula and the studies on the
Balkans. In order to achieve this aim, the meetings have been designed to foster debate on topics that were
common to these different regional and disciplinary angles (borders, methodology, manuscripts, images,
people in motion). So far, this intent has been successful as far as it can be measure against the affiliation
of the Action Members and participants that have taken part in the meetings. The common pattern has
been a mixture of scholars coming from Western, Central and Eastern Europe along with a frequent
presence of scholars coming from the NNCs of Northern Africa. Also, while some of the activities have
been organized by a committee coming from one discipline, the calls have attracted researchers from
different disciplines, and particularly there has been a very interesting mingle between the study of history,
art history, archaeology and literature. Enabling this communication was very much in the purpose of the
Action. The Training Schools held in Granada/Córdoba, Tunis and Stockholm were particularly well-suited
examples of this situation. Finally, another potential evidence of the success of the Action could be the
continuous incorporation of new countries (up to 35) and participants (more than 250), that have
contributed consistently to enrich the transnational and interdisciplinary approach.

The Rapporteur summarised the Action’s major outcomes, impacts and successes
as follows

This action has created the basis for the pan-European vision of the topic and further research. Also, this
Action has developed training schools which is highly important for further research on this important issue.
However, I still underline the lack of original Islamic sources and more researchers from Islamic countries.
This presents the methodological danger of a purely Euro-Christian point of view, which is not necessarily
subjective, but it is always better to try to present the opposite views if exist and then try to find the right
answer to the research question. In general, the Action has produced very valuable outcomes and will
serve as the basis for further research on the relations between Christianity and Islam in the Mediterranean,
but also in the other regions. The contribution of knowledge generated by Action is extremely relevant and
significant since this is one of the topics not researched enough, and very important not only in the
historical sense. The action has integrated several junior researchers which is very important for the
development of the disciplines relevant to the Action.

The final book is a success of great value, based on the interdisciplinary knowledge of the participants in
the Action. It would be a good base for further research in this direction. 
The Online Open Course Material Culture of Islam in Europe is a real scientific breakthrough and would be
of immense importance for young researchers entering this field. It could also attract more researchers to
this immensely important topic, thus it is a success of great validity. 
It is very important that the Action tends to make comparison of the Islamic rule of the Arabs on the Iberian
Penninsula and Islamic rule of the Ottomans on the Balkan Peninsula, since there are many similarities, but
also many differences, and such comparative approach is still very rare in humanities, which makes the
outcomes of this Action even more valuable.
In general, the Action has accomplished relevant scientific success and breakthrough, and its outcomes
would be a base for future research. It should be emphasiz the networking as one of the Action outcomes,
which is also highly relevant for further work on similar topics.
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Achievement of MoU objectives, deliverables and additional
outputs/ achievements
 
MoU objectives

The Action reported the achievement of the following objectives and their dependence on the Action
networking.

MoU objective Level of
achievement
reported by
Action

Dependence
reported by
Action

Dependence
assessed by
Rapporteur

To carry out geographic and interdisciplinary coordination by
organizing WGs, representing different perspectives on the
relations between Christianity and Islam in Europe. The
methodological focus on common questions will fulfil the
objective of creating a common understanding of how to
research the issue in a pan-European and trans-
Mediterranean perspective.

76 - 100% High High

To create a collaborative website that operates as an open
scientific platform for the exchange of knowledge and ideas,
an events calendar, news board, mailing list and information
repository, including research blogs and working materials
open to discussion.

76 - 100% Medium Medium

To promote the exchange of knowledge between senior and
junior researchers by their joint integration in the design and
management of the COST Actions.

76 - 100% High High

To develop specific improvement actions for general
knowledge on the research topic by pooling content.

76 - 100% High High

To collaborate to the training of doctoral candidates. 76 - 100% High High

To introduce digital humanities tools in the research on the
topic.

76 - 100% High High

To increase the scientific interconnection between ITCs and
NNCs through collaboration on the Action’s activities.

76 - 100% High High

Dependence = dependence of the achievement (of each MoU objective) on the Action networking.

Rapporteur assessment of the achievement of MoU objectives that the Action reported as achieved
(76-100%)

The Action did achieve all the above objectives that it reported were more than 75% achieved.

Action explanation regarding MoU objectives reported as not fully achieved (less than 76%)

The table below shows the Action's explanation and the Rapporteur's analysis thereof for any MoU
objectives that the Action reported as not fully achieved.

MoU Objective that was reported as not
fully achieved

Action's explanation Rapporteur's analysis

The Action did not report any objectives as 25% or less achieved.
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General Assessment of MoU objectives

The level of ambition of the MoU objectives was High
Overall, the Action achieved most MoU Objectives.
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Deliverables

Delivery and level of dependence of deliverables reported by Action

Deliverable Timing deliverable Dependence reported
by Action*

Creation and development of a website for the Action to disseminate
the activities of the Action and to foster the communication between
participants.

Delivered Medium

Creation of a microsite (Confronting Borders Database) containing a
catalogue of textual and visual sources with their geographic
distribution and relationships.

Delivered High

Creation of a database containing a thesaurus of terms taken from
literature and from other documentary sources from different
territories.

Delivered High

Creation of a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Islamic
Heritage in Europe.

Delivered High

Creation of working papers and documents for conducting the
Training Schools for PhD Students.

Delivered High

Creation of a mailing list for publicising events and information about
the history of science.

Not foreseen Medium

Preparation of a book on Intellectual Networks across the Western
and Eastern Mediterranean.

Not delivered, but
foreseen within 2

years

High

Preparation of a book on islamophobia and islamophilia in the
Adriatic basin.

Delivered High

Preparation of a Journal Special Issue on movements of manuscripts
and Korans.

Not foreseen High

Preparation of a Journal Special Issue on historiography of the
perception of Islam.

Delivered High

* Dependence reported by Action = the extent to which the delivery of the deliverable was dependent on the
Action networking

Rapporteur analysis of level of delivery of deliverables

The level of delivery of the deliverables reported above is assessed as follows.

The deliverables that had been accomplished had an important impact on widening the knowledge
regarding the relations between the Christian and Muslim worlds in the Mediterranean in the early New
Century. As this topic is yet to be researched, the deliverables of this action are very important for the state
of knowledge in this phase, as well as for further research. I would especially emphasize the importance of
the creation of a confronting borders database, with a catalog of textual and visual sources with their
geographic distributions and relationships, as well as the creation of a database of terms. Also, the creation
of a massive open online course on Islamic Heritage in Europe, as well as the creation of working papers
for Training Schools are very important and of high value. The mailing list for publicizing events would be a
good contribution to the overall success of the project and should have been foreseen. The book on
Intellectual Networks across the Western and Eastern Mediterranean, once delivered, would be an
important achievement and would make action success higher. 

  Analysis of deliverables reported by the Action as delivered

The deliverables that the Action reported as delivered are confirmed.
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  Analysis of deliverables reported by the Action as not delivered but delivery foreseen
within 2 years

Deliverable Plans to ensure delivery within two years

Preparation of a book on Intellectual Networks across
the Western and Eastern Mediterranean.

This deliverable is the output of the conference “The
Morisco Diaspora and Diplomatic Relations and
Commercial and Intellectual Networks across the
Western and Eastern Mediterranean”, organized by
Gerard Wiegers and Mercedes García-Arenal and
held in Amsterdam in September 2021. The book
manuscript has already been submitted to the
publishing house Brill and will be released from print
in a few months under an open access agreement. At
this moment, the manuscript can be accessed in the
following link: https://unedo365-my.sharepoint.com/:f:
/g/personal/aurquizar_geo_uned_es/Eg7X9IhW4nBA
rpPz-5RbEpgB9AXGRSiIsddkbyBv31Kn2w?e=fd7Ng
T [if not accesible here, please try the hyperlink in
section Other Outputs/Action Publications/6]

The plans described by the Action to ensure the delivery within two years are credible.

  Analysis of deliverables reported by Action as not delivered and delivery not foreseen

Deliverable Explanation

Creation of a mailing list for publicising events and
information about the history of science.

This deliverable was included in the Technical Annex
and MoU as a suggestion of a network proposer who
finally left Academia and did not join the Action. As
explained in previous reports, while the mailing list
was not going to be delivered, the objective served
by this deliverable (publicising events and information
about the history of science) has been achieved
through the Action’s website and general newsletter.

Deliverable Explanation

Preparation of a Journal Special Issue on
movements of manuscripts and Korans.

This deliverable was intended to be an output of the
conference “Historiography of the Perception of Islam
through Manuscripts, Korans and their
Displacement”, organized by Fernando Rodríguez-
Mediano and Roberto Tottoli. The editors worked in
the preparation of the manuscript but, unfortunately
they could not conclude it. However, the absence of
this deliverable has been balanced upon the
publication of the outputs of another Action’s
conference which did not have associated
deliverables in the MoU and another two books which
also were not planned in the MoU. For these
publications, see section of Other Outputs/Action
Publications 3, 4 and 5.

The Action's explanation is analysed as follows The creation of a mailing list for publicizing events
and information about the history of science is not foreseen but would be highly important in the
context of the whole aim of the action.

  Analysis of the level of dependence on the Action networking of the achievement of the
deliverables

The dependence on the Action networking of the achievement of the deliverables reported by the
Action is confirmed
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General Assessment of deliverables

The level of ambition of the deliverables was high
Overall, the Action achieved all deliverables  
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Additional outputs / achievements

Co-authored Action publications

The Action reported 6 publications on the topic of the Action, co-authored by at least two Action participants
from two countries participating in the Action, and for which the Action networking was necessary. The full
list of publications appears in Annex I.

Action networking was necessary for ALL of the listed publications

The:

Quality of the Action’s co-authored publications is very good.
The quality of the papers is very good although I feel missing more sources on Islam on Arabic,
Ottoman Turkish, Turkish, and Persian. That could give additional value to the papers quality.

Significance of the Action’s co-authored publications is very good.
The significance of these results is very good since they present additional knowledge about the
relations between Christian and Islam in the Mediterranean basin, which is a very important topic
but still not elaborated enough.

Relevance to the Action of the Action’s co-authored publications is good.
The relevance of those deliverables is good, although they are a bit one-sided - more sources on
the original language of Islam (Arabic) and its believers (in this case Ottoman Turkish, Modern
Turkish and Persian) would add additional value.

Quantity of the Action’s co-authored publications is good.
The number of deliverables is good, although bearing in mind the number of participants in the
action, I believe it could have been a bit higher.

Projects and proposals resulting from Action activities

The Action did not report any proposals or projects resulting from Action activities, involving at least one
Action participant and for which the Action networking was necessary.

Other Outputs / Achievements

The Action did not report any other outputs / achievements.

Assessment of additional outputs and achievements (including co-authored publications and
proposals/ projects)

The level of ambition of additional outputs and achievements was low.
Overall, the Action achieved > 4 valid Additional Outputs / Achievements.

8



General Assessment
 
The Action’s outputs and achievements are very Good.

Impacts
 
The Action reported the following impacts (the short- to long-term scientific, technological, and / or
socioeconomic changes produced by a COST Action, directly or indirectly, intended or unintended) that
have resulted, or might result, from the Action.

Description of the impact Type of impact Timing of impact

The action has created a transnational and multidisciplinary academic
network and a common space for sharing news and knowledge on
late medieval and early modern exchanges between Christianity and
Islam in Europe and the Mediterranean. In the short-term, the
celebration of several workshops to discuss common questions has
allowed work on a connected perspective, and this debate has been
disseminated in 6 publications. In the long-term, the activities of the
network are creating a pan-European and trans-Mediterranean vision
on the topic, which did not exist before. The collaboration of many
researchers in the collective chapters of the Final Book has
established what seems to be enduring working relationships.
Researchers working on the Islamic Legacy in Late Medieval and
Early Modern Europe have now the basis for a global pan-European
vision of the topic that will enrich their work with the incorporation of
materials coming from other parts of the continent as well as the
example of the pan-European research questions that the Action has
deployed. In this regard, the organization of the three Training
Schools has been central to achieving this impact, since it has
allowed a new generation of researchers to incorporate this
perspective to their doctoral projects and has helped to create a
community of young researchers based on that pan-European
perspective.

Scientific /
Technological

  Achieved

Validity, relevance and significance (in particular importance and timeliness) of the impact reported by the Action: The
validity of this impact is very important since it has created the basis for the pan-European vision of the topic and
further research. Also, this Action has developed training schools which is highly important for further research on this
important issue. However, I still underline the lack of original Islamic sources and more researchers from Islamic
countries. This presents the methodological danger of a purely Euro-Christian point of view, which is not necessarily
subjective, but it is always better to try to present the opposite views if exist and then try to find the right answer to the
research question.

The contribution of knowledge generated by the Action will have long-
term educational consequences with expected impacts on
communications media and European public opinion. The Massive
Online Open Course and the video documentaries produced by the
Action foster a greater awareness of the long history, the complexity
and richness of the relations between Christianity and Islam in
Europe and the Mediterranean, increased public awareness of the bi-
directional exchange between Christianity and Islam in Europe and of
Islam’s historical contribution to Europe, a better understanding of the
historical construction of the prejudices against Islam and the
disagreements between Christianity and Islam in Europe, as well as a
greater dissemination of information about the involvement of
northern Europe in historical relations with Islam.

Societal   Achieved

Validity, relevance and significance (in particular importance and timeliness) of the impact reported by the Action: The
relevance of the impact 2 being the contribution of knowledge generated by Action is extremely relevant and
significant, since this is one of the topics not researched enough, and very important not only in the historical sense.
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The extent to which the Action has advanced the careers, skills and networks of researchers including ECIs
(as described by the Action) is very good.

General assessment of impacts

The Action’s impacts are best described as follows.
Multiple highly significant impacts are reasonably foreseen for the future OR one highly or moderately significant
impact is already observed [Very Good]
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Dissemination and exploitation of Action results (other than
co-authored Action publications listed previously)
 
Dissemination meetings funded by the Action (possible only until 31st October
2021)

Action website

https://is-le.eu/  

The:

openness and user-friendliness of the Action website are very good
content of the Action website (programmes and minutes of all events present, all outputs/
deliverables accessible from website) is very good

The Action website was an effective means of disseminating the Action.

Other dissemination activities

The following other dissemination activities reported by the Action were effective and added value

Item/activity Article “Rethinking Europe’s Late Medieval and Early Modern Islamic Legacy”

Target Audience Journalists who are seeking access to academic resources to write about the history of
Europe and the Islamic Legacy in Europe

Outcome of the
activity

Publication of the article “Rethinking Europe’s Late Medieval and Early Modern Islamic
Legacy” in the online platform Alpha-Galileo, which works as a repository of academic
contents for journalists. Presentation of the Action’s challenge, objectives, activities and
expected outputs.

Hyperlink https://www.alphagalileo.org/en-gb/Item-Display/ItemId/190983?returnurl=https://www.alphag
alileo.org/en-gb/Item-Display/ItemId/190983

Item/activity Article “El legado islámico en Europa: más intercambio que conflicto religioso”

Target Audience General public interested in the humanities, the history of Europe and the Islamic Legacy in
Europe

Outcome of the
activity

Publication of the article “El legado islámico en Europa: más intercambio que conflicto
religioso” in the online platform The Conversation-Spain. Presentation of the Action’s
challenge, objectives, activities and expected outputs.

Hyperlink https://theconversation.com/el-legado-islamico-en-europa-mas-intercambio-que-conflicto-relig
ioso-131428?fbclid=IwAR0WkJvUWNDBv4fYIPDAx05N9x2VZtw8ybYJYMDxZRf6CajHEIYcz
w6kNtI

Item/activity Presentation of the Action in the Conference “La historiografía medieval en España y la
conformación de equipos de trabajo: los proyectos de investigación I+D+i”( XXXII Asamblea
General de la Sociedad Española de Estudios Medievales, Madrid, CSIC, October 24-25,
2019).

Target Audience Scholars specialized in Medieval History and Medieval Art History in Spain and Europe

Outcome of the
activity

Presentation of the Action’s challenge, objectives, activities and expected outputs in the
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·Conference La historiografía medieval en España y la conformación de equipos de trabajo:
los proyectos de investigación I+D+i”, organized by the Sociedad Española de Estudios
Medievales. The presentation was lately published in the conference’s proceedings (see
hyperlink below).

Hyperlink https://medievalistas.es/nueva-publicacion-la-historiografia-medieval-en-espana-y-la-
conformacion-de-equipos-de-trabajo-los-proyectos-de-investigacion-idi/

Item/activity Presentation of the Action in the Spanish national radio broadcaster (UNED channel).

Target Audience Open to non specialized public and general audience (society at large)

Outcome of the
activity

Interview with the Action’s Chair and WG1 Leader, containing a presentation of the Action’s
challenge, objectives, activities and expected outputs.

Hyperlink https://canal.uned.es/video/5e4a41145578f24bef75a4cc

Item/activity Presentation of the Action during the “Semana da Ciência e da Tecnologia em Portugal”
(Science and Technology Week in Portugal). Online event, November 25, 2020.

Target Audience Open to non specialized public and general audience (society at large)

Outcome of the
activity

Presentation of the Action’s challenge, objectives, activities and expected outputs

Hyperlink https://www.cienciaviva.pt/semanact/eventos.php

Exploitation activities

No exploitation activities were reported by the Action.

Assessment of Action dissemination and exploitation

The effectiveness of the Action’s dissemination and exploitation approach (other than co-authored
publications) is assessed as follows:

The assessments of the effectiveness of the Action Dissemination and Exploitation Approach are very well planned
and contribute highly to the overall success of the Action.

Assessment of Action dissemination and exploitation activities:

  All Action activities focusing on dissemination of Action results were effective [Very Good]
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Action Success(es)
 
The following table shows the success(es) reported by the Action and the Action Rapporteur's comment.

Success reported by Action Action Rapporteur comment

IS-LE final book has aimed at producing deeply reflective
material based on a collective conversation between the
different parties involved in the Action. Its focus is the
analysis of the late medieval and early modern narratives
that have historically shaped the European understanding
of the continent’s Islamic heritage. Very importantly, the
chapters of the book are the result of collaborative work
among two, three, or four participants coming from
different countries and disciplines. The Cost Action IS-LE
has not only contributed to the formation of a wide
network of researchers hailing from different traditions
facilitating this kind of approach. It has also shaped the
research topics themselves through its hosting of a
program of specific debates among the book’s authors.
This book can be seen as a success of the Action in the
sense that it fulfils its bigger objective: to overcome the
existing segmentation of knowledge and provide a new
and more comprehensive reading of past relations
between Christianity and Islam on European soil. Also,
the fact that several junior researchers that participated in
the Action’s Training Schools have later taken part in the
Action’s final book can be understood as a major success
of the Action.

The final book is a success of great value, based on the
interdisciplinary knowledge of the participants in the
Action. It would be a good base for further research in
this direction.

Including in the teaching staff more than 30 Action
participants coming from 15 countries, and being the
result of a number of debates held in different meetings,
the Action’s Massive Online Open Course Material
Culture of Islam in Europe. Narratives around the
premodern Mediterranean is one of the most relevant
outcomes of the Action. It presents some key aspects of
the Islamic material legacy in Europe. Through the
architecture, objects, works of literature, paintings, etc. it
shows how Islamic culture was present in pre-modern
Europe. Furthermore, this course shows how this Islamic
presence has been historically perceived, how art has
contributed to construct figures of otherness and
perception in both Christian and Islamic Europe. The
MOOC addresses the mobility of people, knowledge,
artifacts, visual and formal elements across political and
religious borders, and it focuses on the consequences
(cultural, artistic and scientific) of this mobility. It also
exposes how this material culture has been perceived (or
not) as part of a common heritage in Europe and how it
has been instrumental in constructing complex narratives
of identity and otherness. For further information, see http
s://iedra.uned.es/courses/course-
v1:UNED+MaterialCulture_001+2023/about

The Online Open Course Material Culture of Islam in
Europe is a real scientific breakthrough and would be of
immense importance for young researchers entering this
field. It could also attract more researchers to this
immensely important topic, thus it is a success of great
validity.
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Other matters
 
Added value of extension
The validity of the Action’s description of the added value of the extension is as follows: The granted six-
month extension has been proven very useful, since it was very difficult to carry on all planned activities in
the Covid pandemic-created conditions. 

Difficulties in implementing the Action

The Action Rapporteur made the following observations regarding difficulties in implementing the Action:

No other difficulties observed in the implementation of the Action.

Suggestions for improvements to COST framework / procedures

The Action Rapporteur made the following suggestions for changes to the COST framework:

The Cost open calls as well as actions should be more visible to the larger number of interested researchers all over
the World. It also should encourage the usage of sources of different provenance, making the results more reliable.

Emerging topics / developments in the field of the Action

The Action reported the following emerging topics / developments in the field of the Action.

In the Final Conference, as well as in some online meetings, some proposals for continuation have
been discussed. One proposal intends to prepare an application for a Marie Curie project on the
topic of mobility of people and objects in the Islamic and Christian Embassies during the early
modern period, analyzing the routes of exchange and the uses of objects for creating identities and
embody wealth and power. This project will involve 6 countries and around 18 different scholars that
were part of the Cost Action, especially those related to working groups 2 and 3.
The second proposal is related to the study of Mediterranean harbours (European and North
African) to understand how the exchange of objects, people and knowledge were developed during
the late medieval and early modern period and how it had a strong influence in the perception of the
“Other”. In this case, it is under consideration whether to apply as well to a Marie Curie project or to
an Erasmus Mundus project. This proposal is as well related to working groups 1 and 2.

The Action Rapporteur made the following comment on the emerging topics / developments in the field
reported by the Action.

Both projects would be highly important in regarding the relations between Christian and Islamic Worlds in the
Mediterranean, which is one of the important and actual topics in humanities.

Action Rapporteur

This Final Assessment Report was submitted on 2023-12-20 by:
Prof Ema Petrovic (ex Miljkovic)
Faculty of Philology
Serbia
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Annex 1: List of publications
 
The Action reported 6 publications on the topic of the Action, co-authored by at least two Action participants
from two countries participating in the Action, and for which the Action networking was necessary.

Co-authored Action publications - peer-reviewed

Elizabeth Drayson, ed. Europe’s Islamic Legacy: 1900 to the Present. Proceedings of the Online Conference
Hosted by the University of Cambridge on 20 October 2020. Leyden: Brill, 2023.

Ivana Čapeta Rakić and Giuseppe Capriotti, eds. Images in the Borderlands. The Mediterranean between
Christian and Muslim Worlds in the Early Modern Period. Turnhout: Brepols, 2022. 

Marina Vicelja-Matijašić, ed. "Iconography and Religious Otherness". Special Issue of Ikon, 15, 2022. 

Antonio Urquízar-Herrera, Borja Franco Llopis, and Elena Paulino Montero, eds. Late Medieval and Early
Modern Narratives of Islam across Europe: a connected memory. Leyden: Brill, forthcoming 2024.

 

The book manuscript has already been submitted to the publishing house Brill and will be released from print
in a few months under an open access agreement. At this moment, the manuscript can be accessed in the
following link: 

https://unedo365-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/aurquizar_geo_uned_es/Em_4UQjCD5RIv5vPLmoU9Ec
BYs7iLxPwlrVeKW7lj8I7bQ?e=iNkdEu

 

 

 

Emir O. Filipović and Magnus Ressel, eds. Handbook on the Later Crusades. Berlin: De Gruyter, forthcoming
2024.

 

The book manuscript has already been submitted to the publishing house De Gruyter and will be released
from print in a few months under an open access agreement. At this moment, the manuscript can be
accessed in the following link: 

https://unedo365-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/aurquizar_geo_uned_es/Evlr4-6vhLRJmednYTop3tABn3f
CNPT7zXmgOJq-iMuoNw?e=J3Uqd7

Mercedes García-Arenal and Gerard Wiegers, eds. The Morisco Diaspora and Morisco Networks across the
Western and Eastern Mediterranean. Leyden: Brill, forthcoming 2024.

 

The book manuscript has already been submitted to the publishing house Brill and will be released from print
in a few months under an open access agreement. At this moment, the manuscript can be accessed in the
following link: 

https://unedo365-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/aurquizar_geo_uned_es/Eg7X9IhW4nBArpPz-5RbEpgB9
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